
Minutes:     Leesburg Tree Commission October 21, 2002 

 
The Leesburg Tree Commission met on Monday, October 21, 2002 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
lower level meeting room at 25 West Market Street, Leesburg, VA. Staff present for the 
meeting was Jay Banks. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Present: Chairperson Wolf 
  Commissioner Hower 
  Commissioner Bessa 

Commissioner Perry 
Commissioner Peterson 

  Commissioner Pritchard 
   
   
       
ADOPTION OF MINUTES: 
 
Commissioner Pritchard made a motion to approve the minutes of September 16, 2002 
with minor changes. 

 
       Motion:  Pritchard   
       Second:  Hower     
       Carried:  6-0 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Mr. Kip Olsen came to talk to the Tree Commission about the clearing of trees behind his 
house in Kincaid Forest. He stated that he has already spoke with Paul Gauthier of the 
Town’s Engineering Office regarding this. He would like to know if the Tree 
Commission could help in saving the trees.   
 
OLD AND NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Banks gave an update about the Summer Intern position.  
 
Mr. Banks asked if there was ever a memo drafted that was address to the Mayor, 
Council, and Town Manager regarding the Commissions feelings about the Dogwoods.  
Mr. Banks stated that it was his understanding that the Commission is not comfortable 
with replanting Dogwoods on the By-pass. 
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Commissioner Pritchard stated that the Commission would like to see a tree planted there 
that might survive.  
 
Mr. Banks stated he suggest that a reduction in the number of Dogwoods could be by half 
and interplant with other species.  
 
Commissioner Perry talked about the Walking Tour proposals ad that was in the paper 
last week and asked if there are any trees that are 100 or 150 years old?  
 
Mr. Banks stated that the trees may be out there but there is no record of them. 
 
Commissioner Perry and Mr. Banks stated that they would like to get the old trees added 
to the Walking Tour booklet. 
 
COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS: 
 
Commissioner Pritchard stated that she appreciated the Town of Leesburg effort to 
dedicate two trees to Susan Farmers memory at the Balch Library. 
 
Commissioner Hower asked if a letter was ever sent in recognition to two former tree 
commissioner members. 
 
Commissioner Wolf stated that if a letter was not sent, but that the Tree Commission 
could send one. 
 
Commissioner Peterson stated that there was no action by Congress to this date on 
Federal funds for Urban Forestry.  
 
STAFF COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. Banks stated he spent last week in Ithaca, New York attending the SMA (Society of 
Municipal Arborists) conference. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Commissioner Hower made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 

      Motion:  Hower   
      Second:  Peterson    
      Carried:  6-0 

 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
 

_________________________________  
      Jay S. Banks, Urban Forester 


